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ABC 7 CHICAGO’S DOUG WHITMIRE PROMOTED TO VICE PRESIDENT  
OF ABC 7 EYEWITNESS NEWS 

 

  
 

ABC 7 Chicago’s Assistant News Director Doug Whitmire has been promoted to vice president of 
News, announced today by John Idler, president and general manager, ABC 7 Chicago. The 
appointment is effective Aug. 5. 
 
According to Idler, “Doug has been a leading force in the newsroom for more than two decades and 
a key contributor to our success.  His impeccable news judgement and in-depth knowledge of Chicago 
make him ideally suited to take the helm of ABC 7 Eyewitness News.” 
 
Whitmire said, “When I walked into 190 N. State 21 years ago, I remember the sense of awe I had for 
ABC 7, and I’m fortunate to have the same feeling today. I am inspired by the work the team does day 
in and day out to serve the people of Chicago. I am looking forward to leading Chicago’s No. 1 news 
and the hardest working team in the business.” 
 
Since starting at the station in 2003 as a newswriter/producer, Whitmire has been promoted 
throughout his ABC 7 career. In 2008, he took over as the executive producer of ABC 7 Chicago’s 



morning news and became the executive producer of the 10 p.m. newscast in 2014. Seven years later, 
he was again promoted to the position of assistant news director.  
 
He started his television career in Toledo, Ohio, as a daily assignment reporter and producer in 2000. 
 
Whitmire is a 10-time winner, 14-time nominee of the National Academy of Television Arts & Sciences 
Midwest Regional Emmy® Awards for his efforts in the categories of breaking news, best newscast 
and best coverage of a live event. 
 
He is a graduate of Bowling Green State University with a bachelor’s degree in broadcast journalism 
and the first recipient of the university’s Excellent Alumnus Award in Journalism. 
 
About ABC7/WLS-TV Chicago   
ABC7/WLS-TV Chicago is the No. 1 local news source and most-watched television station in Chicago. With 
top-rated daily newscasts spanning decades and the largest social media presence in the market with more 
than 2.6 million Facebook followers, ABC7 Eyewitness News provides breaking news, investigative reporting, 
weather, politics, traffic and sports in the multiplatform space to Chicago, the suburbs and northwest Indiana. 
Named Best News Operation by the Associated Press for four consecutive years, ABC 7 Eyewitness News 
produces “Chicago Proud,” a series of features that spotlights everyday heroes in and around Chicago. The 
station also produces the highest-rated New Year’s Eve special in Chicago, holiday kickoff special “The 
Magnificent Mile Lights Festival,” syndicated to a national audience, as well as the award-winning program 
series “Our Chicago,” which showcases the city’s diversity and highlights contributions in the Black, Hispanic, 
Asian, LGBTQ+ communities, among others. Every Friday, Windy City Weekend, entertains while giving 
Chicagoans everything they need to know about what’s happening in the city. ABC 7 is the only Chicago 
station producing and broadcasting parades representing Chicago’s rich cultural history. In addition to 
producing town halls focused on current social issues, the station has a long and proud tradition of 
broadcasting political candidate debates keeping Chicago’s electorate informed. ABC7’s outreach efforts 
include annual partnerships with the Red Cross for life-saving blood drives, one of the biggest one-day drives 
in the country and, most recently, spearheading an effort to raise more than $1.5 million for area food 
pantries.    
 
X:   https://twitter.com/abc7chicago   
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/abc7Chicago/   
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/abc7Chicago/   
   
Media Contact:  
Jayme Nicholas  
(312) 750-7254  
jayme.a.nicholas@abc.com  
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