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ABC OWNED TELEVISION STATIONS LAUNCH 

‘NEIGHBORHOOD SAFETY TRACKER,’ THE NEW INTERACTIVE WEBSITE 
 

Provides Viewers with Essential Crime and Safety Data in Their Neighborhoods 

  

The ABC Owned Television Stations’ Neighborhood Safety Tracker is a new interactive 

website and app that provides viewers with up-to-date crime and safety information tailored 

to each individual market. Working with data collected from local police departments, the 

Neighborhood Safety Tracker provides the latest crime data in the major cities community-

by-community in each local market ABC covers -- New York, Los Angeles, Chicago, 

Philadelphia, San Francisco, Houston, Raleigh-Durham and Fresno -- to add authority to 

daily public safety stories and in-depth special reports by ABC’s award-winning investigative 

journalists. 

  

The data is gleaned from the public record which individual police departments and state 

agencies release regularly. The ABC Owned Television Stations’ data journalism team then 

reviews this data and, while working with its reporters in the newsrooms across the country, 

produces stories that incorporate the data into breaking news stories and exclusive 

investigations. They also create interactive graphics and maps that enhance reporting on the 

news of the day, leading to more viewer engagement and important stories on the latest major 

crime figures where people live – and how that compares to past trends, impacting people’s 

lives and safety.  

  

“The Neighborhood Safety Tracker is a groundbreaking news enhancement that delivers a 

reliable and essential view of safety where viewers live, providing more context for crime risk 

in cities and neighborhoods to help our viewers make informed decisions,” said Chad 

Matthews, president of the ABC Owned Television Stations. “News continues to be a top 

driver of engagement among our live TV viewers/subscribers. Our viewers have responded 

that being knowledgeable about crime trends in their area is essential in helping to protect 

themselves and their families and that their local TV stations are a trusted resource in keeping 

them informed and safe.” 

 

While the data used in the Neighborhood Safety Tracker is not proprietary, the code used by 

the data journalism team is proprietary to the ABC Owned Television Stations. The code 

repeats the work daily or weekly, whenever new records become available, so the 

Neighborhood Safety Tracker is always up to date as the latest reports and records are 

released. Overnight, programs run to continuously gather, analyze and rebuild the site every 

day. The result is a unique site for each market that provides viewer-friendly, searchable 



categories including homicide, theft, assault and burglary, among others. The data also 

provides hard facts about what is happening and where – information that can be used to 

hold police and local officials accountable. 

 

ABC Owned Television Stations created its data journalism team in 2019, led by director John 

Kelly, a veteran investigative journalist with a history of award-winning data projects. He 

assembled a team of data reporters to be based in each of OTV’s newsrooms. The data team 

is made up of journalists with special training in data, statistics and computer 

programming.  Under his stewardship, there have been an increasing number of national 

investigations that the ABC Owned Television Stations team is developing with ABC News. 

 

With the completion of the rollout of the Neighborhood Safety Tracker in all eight ABC 

Owned Television Station markets, the team will look to upgrade and expand to additional 

suburbs in the eight markets this year.  Additional safety measures that are important to 

viewers, such as information on traffic accidents or safety lighting, may also be added. 

Meanwhile, the Neighborhood Safety Tracker’s use in daily crime coverage will continue to 

be a valuable tool for reporters using it for investigative and solutions journalism.  

  

Following is a complete list of the Neighborhood Safety Tracker available in the eight ABC 

Owned Television Station markets: 
  

 New York 

https://abc7ny.com/safetytracker/ 

  

Los Angeles 

https://abc7.com/safetytracker/ 

  

Chicago 

https://abc7chicago.com/safetytracker/ 

  

Philadelphia 

https://6abc.com/safetytracker/ 

  

 San Francisco 

https://abc7news.com/safetytracker/ 

  

Houston 

https://abc13.com/safetytracker/ 

  

Raleigh-Durham 

https://abc11.com/safetytracker/ 

  

Fresno 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fabc7ny.com%2Fsafetytracker%2F&data=05%7C01%7CDawn.Rowan%40abc.com%7C68f14ae04d9a487e2bd808dafedec3a6%7C56b731a8a2ac4c32bf6b616810e913c6%7C1%7C0%7C638102529972598648%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=R%2FVK1FWLvILENHrd2Kc4roLtogU8XXwmuH%2Fl%2BE%2FhaJE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fabc7.com%2Fsafetytracker%2F&data=05%7C01%7CDawn.Rowan%40abc.com%7C68f14ae04d9a487e2bd808dafedec3a6%7C56b731a8a2ac4c32bf6b616810e913c6%7C1%7C0%7C638102529972598648%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=chBvFutG%2B7k2xXCh3oliJFNCxzJsaFRBcMVPu2DDjQ8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fabc7chicago.com%2Fsafetytracker%2F&data=05%7C01%7CDawn.Rowan%40abc.com%7C68f14ae04d9a487e2bd808dafedec3a6%7C56b731a8a2ac4c32bf6b616810e913c6%7C1%7C0%7C638102529972598648%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GvKJOLMS5D%2FG6e7jKTK9wnKfFjjWqW98ZOmGXXh6em4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F6abc.com%2Fsafetytracker%2F&data=05%7C01%7CDawn.Rowan%40abc.com%7C68f14ae04d9a487e2bd808dafedec3a6%7C56b731a8a2ac4c32bf6b616810e913c6%7C1%7C0%7C638102529972598648%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BIuQczosWDHYXzaI4wnFnw8oyY8qWhGAY%2BRe049O6NA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fabc7news.com%2Fsafetytracker%2F&data=05%7C01%7CDawn.Rowan%40abc.com%7C68f14ae04d9a487e2bd808dafedec3a6%7C56b731a8a2ac4c32bf6b616810e913c6%7C1%7C0%7C638102529972598648%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FY5HJGDXsxDUYyTZackLH3A0cN5GKe9b%2BHpyEbSe3ZY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fabc13.com%2Fsafetytracker%2F&data=05%7C01%7CDawn.Rowan%40abc.com%7C68f14ae04d9a487e2bd808dafedec3a6%7C56b731a8a2ac4c32bf6b616810e913c6%7C1%7C0%7C638102529972598648%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wjO9d36esl2iTHTIblcz6bMEMOj17AHwlqLuCHSc3Uk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fabc11.com%2Fsafetytracker%2F&data=05%7C01%7CDawn.Rowan%40abc.com%7C68f14ae04d9a487e2bd808dafedec3a6%7C56b731a8a2ac4c32bf6b616810e913c6%7C1%7C0%7C638102529972598648%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HaAI6XNw6Q5aDoVvViLpV6ZAsuTpOrUbsSdhmd5RB0c%3D&reserved=0


https://abc30.com/safetytracker/ 

  

About ABC Owned Television Stations 

Disney Media Entertainment & Distribution’s eight owned ABC stations are multiplatform 

leaders in local news and information. Collectively No. 1 across all U.S. television, reaching 

23% of households and more than 34 million Total Viewers and 62 million digital visitors a 

month, with a record of 2.2 billion minutes streamed, the eight stations are comprised of 

WABC-TV New York, KABC-TV Los Angeles, WLS-TV Chicago, WPVI-TV Philadelphia, 

KGO-TV San Francisco, KTRK-TV Houston, WTVD-TV Raleigh-Durham and KFSN-TV 

Fresno. WABC-New York has remained the No. 1 station in the country for 19 years. 

  

Media Contacts: 

Dawn Rowan 

Director of Communications, ABC Owned Television Stations 

Dawn.rowan@abc.com 
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