
                                           
 

 

May 31, 2022 

 

WABC NEWS EXECUTIVE MARILU GALVEZ NAMED PRESIDENT AND  

GENERAL MANAGER OF ABC7/WABC-TV NEW YORK 

 

 
 

Emmy® Award-winning journalist and WABC executive Marilu Galvez has been named president and general 

manager of WABC-TV, replacing Chad Matthews who stepped into the role of president, ABC Owned 

Television Stations, earlier this year. In her new role, Galvez has overall management responsibility for 

ABC7/WABC-TV and its ancillary businesses.   

 

“I have worked with Marilu for more than 20 years in various roles, and her wealth of experience in news and 

community engagement makes her the perfect person to lead WABC-TV now and into the future,” said 

Matthews.  

 

“It’s a great honor and privilege to lead New York's and the nation’s No. 1 station - a station I have been a part 

of for almost 20 years,” said Galvez.  “As WABC-TV’s new leader, I am deeply committed to supporting the 

incredibly talented individuals who make Channel 7 exceptional in every way. Together, we will continue to 

expand and deepen our connection with our tri-state audience and, more importantly, continue to tell impactful 

stories and deliver vital information across our platforms that reflect and inform the communities we serve.” 

 
Galvez most recently served as vice president of Community Engagement and Development for WABC-TV, 

and she is also the committee lead for the Disney Media & Entertainment Distribution Networks’ Diversity 

Equity and Inclusion team. As vice president of Community Engagement and Development since 2018, she is 

responsible for community outreach efforts and for growing relationships with key service organizations in the 

tri-state. She aligns news, programming, marketing and on-air talent with cause-related events and campaigns, 

and leverages opportunities with advertiser support. 

  

Through strategy and innovation, her leadership has helped expand and elevate a multicultural presence at the 

station. She is an active member of the National Association of Hispanic Journalists and was named one of the 

Top 10 Latina Corporate Executives of the Year by LATINA Style in 2019. 

 

As Diversity Equity Inclusion lead, Galvez reports directly to Disney Media & Entertainment Distribution 

President Debra OConnell, helping to unify DEI efforts across Networks - ABC, ABC Owned Television 

Stations, Disney Channel, ESPN, FX, Freeform and National Geographic - with a focus on the company’s key 

strategic pillars. Prior to serving as Networks’ DEI lead, she was the committee lead for OTV Belong, the 

diversity and inclusion team for ABC Owned Television Stations. 

  



Prior to joining WABC in 2001, Galvez worked as a production assistant and assignment editor at Telemundo, 

an assignment editor at WNYW and an assignment manager at WNBC. 

 

Galvez received her Master of Business Administration (MBA) from the University of Maryland University 

College in 2021. She is a board member for the nonprofit humanitarian organization American Red Cross and 

the nonprofit STOMP OUT Bullying. She is also a strong supporter of the Boys & Girls Club, WABC anchor 

Sade Baderinwa’s Get Reel Foundation and all of Disney's VoluntEars program initiatives. 

  

About WABC 

WABC-TV has been the leader in local news and entertainment programming in the New York City area for 

more than 61 years. Producing more than 45 hours of live, local news and weather each week, Channel 7 

“Eyewitness News” is the most-watched local news in New York and the United States. WABC-TV also 

produces “Live with Kelly and Ryan,” weekdays at 9:00 a.m., which is seen in more than 200 markets across 

the U.S. Quality news and programming, cutting-edge technology and ongoing community outreach are the 

hallmarks of excellence that have consistently kept WABC-TV New York’s No. 1 station and the most-

watched television station in the nation. 

 

Twitter: https://twitter.com/abc7ny 

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/abc7ny/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ABC7NY/ 

 

About ABC Owned Television Stations      

Disney Media Entertainment & Distribution's eight owned ABC stations are multiplatform leaders in local 

news and information. Collectively No. 1 across all U.S. television, reaching 23% of households and more 

than 34 million Total Viewers and 62 million digital visitors a month, with a record of 2.2 billion minutes 

streamed, the eight stations are comprised of WABC-TV New York, KABC-TV Los Angeles, WLS-TV 

Chicago, WPVI-TV Philadelphia, KGO-TV San Francisco, KTRK-TV Houston, WTVD-TV Raleigh-Durham 

and KFSN-TV Fresno. WABC-New York has remained the No. 1 station in the country for 19 years. The 

stations also deliver locally sourced storytelling to more than 17 million viewers across America through its 

multiplatform lifestyle network, Localish. The station group has received numerous prestigious awards. Most 

recently, in 2022, the station group was recognized as a finalist by Fast Company’s World Changing Idea  

for creating “Our America Equity Report.”  In 2021, WABC was awarded 17 Emmy® Awards and several 

stations collected seven regional Edward R. Murrow Awards, including “Excellence in Diversity, Equity, and 

Inclusion” and the prestigious national award for “Overall Excellence.” The entertainment brand “On the Red 

Carpet” won Broadcast & Cable’s “Best Lifestyle Show   In 2020, the stations received five Broadcast & 

Cable awards, including in the 2020 Best in Local TV Awards category as Station Group of the Year for its 

innovative and next-generation news reporting, and in the major market category for 2020: Best News 

Coverage, Best Digital Multiplatform or Website, Best Investigative Reporting Station Group and Best Public 

Affairs Programming, illustrating the Group's strength and ever-increasing growth and reach in the 

multiplatform space.  
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Elita Fielder Adjei   

Director, Communications & Publicity, ABC Owned Television Stations   

Elita.adjei@disney.com    
 

-- ABC Owned Television Stations -- 

https://twitter.com/abc7ny
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fabc7ny%2F&data=04%7C01%7CElita.Adjei%40disney.com%7C25fae085b4834122d4d608d896e6fc82%7C56b731a8a2ac4c32bf6b616810e913c6%7C1%7C0%7C637425266111981908%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=uTd8CbrGVDyYQvuBaxLLQK9Rdn%2BCUirZ7blHMgttx%2Bw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FABC7NY%2F&data=04%7C01%7CElita.Adjei%40disney.com%7C25fae085b4834122d4d608d896e6fc82%7C56b731a8a2ac4c32bf6b616810e913c6%7C1%7C0%7C637425266111991860%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Ak%2FwCZj323ClD7ZaORhg4L5yEvAidNLbBlymlc8bg0Y%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Elita.adjei@disney.com

